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disorder) two hundred thousand ducats. Rason,
the ministerial secretary of the Duke, was en-
trusted to carry him this sum.

Whether it be that Potemkin, while waiting
for the execution of his grand projects, which
perhaps relate to the Oriental system, or to cir-
cumstances that are yet immature, wishes to
acquire this accession of power; whether it be
that he is in want of money; or more especially
whether it be that the Duke of Courland, since
his situation has been so precarious, is known in
consequence of his avarice to have become one
of the richest Princes in Europe, and that, ren-
dered effeminate by adversity, old age, and the
daily importunities of his last wife, who has
acquired some influence over him, he is en-
deavouring to place himself beyond the reach of
ill-fortune; be it which of these causes it may, a
similar crisis is again returned.

The Cabinet of Petersburg is ignorant of none
of these things. It doubtless fears that the Court
of Berlin is speculating, concerning the province
of Courland; hoping, by the aid of a new Duke,
to have it entirely at its disposal. The conditions his duchy by
